
 
This week is Catholic Education Week, an opportunity for all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne to celebrate their Catholic identity, the pivotal role they play within their local community and 
the strength of the sector. The week provides an opportunity to reflect on the choice of a Catholic School, 
for staff, educators and parents.  
 
I had an unplanned discussion with two parents about this very thing on Wednesday morning. Both 
parents did not identify as Catholic but strongly identified that they wanted their children to receive an 
education which supported them to be ógood peopleô. To be young people of conviction, who lived a life 
entrenched with values for the common good not just self.  
 
A Catholic Education is intertwined with the gospel values and at the foundation of these values is the 
dignity of the individual. Everyone is welcome. Catholic schools recognise that every child is special and 
unique and make every effort to cater for individual needs. A meeting on Tuesday with an external 
therapist, teacher and parent reaffirmed to me that this is exactly what we do at St Anthonyôs. We aim to 
meet each student at their point of need and learning; emotionally, socially, physically, spiritually and 
academically.  
 
I proudly work within the Catholic sector and hope you are affirmed in your decision to send your child/
children to our inclusive Catholic school. 
 
 
Catholic Education Art Exhibition  
Again I congratulate Cruz (Year 2), Edie (Year 4) and Xavier (2025 Year 6) who had art pieces selected 
for display out of hundreds of entries in the Catholic Education Week Art Exhibition. I had the pleasure of 
attending the Art Exhibition with 1/2JB yesterday. We were all amazed at the incredible talent on display. It 
was so engaging that we spent over an hour there wandering around viewing and reviewing the works. 
The exhibition is open to the public and free of charge. I highly recommend a visit if you have the time. 
More information can be found at https://melbournecatholic.org/events/catholic-education-week-creative-
arts-exhibition 

 
MACSEYE OSH Club 
The first day of Term 2, Monday 20 April, is a school closure day. MACSEYE OSH club will run if we have 
the numbers. If you are planning to utilize the program, please book in early so that we can confirm the 
day is going ahead.  
 
Additionally we are excited to (finally) be offering our own Holiday Program for the Term 2 school holidays 
onsite through our OSH Club.  
The program will run both weeks Tuesday - Thursday. It will be open to other local Catholic Schools.  
Everyone who uses our program knows what an incredible experience it is for our students, the care, 
range of activities and fun had is second to none. The future of our Holiday Program will be dependent on 
numbers so again please book early to secure not only your place but the program.  
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VU Pop Up Play  
I have engaged Victoria University to run a program with us in Term 2 called Pop Up Play. The sessions 
will be utilized by our students, particularly the juniors, while also being advertised to pre-schoolers. We 
currently have one child care centre/kinder who will be attending sessions. The program involves Victoria 
University Pre School and Primary School preservice teachers bringing in a range of different objects to 
use in play. Objects could include things like cardboard boxes, old machines, fabric or cardboard tubes. 
The students then engage in creative play with a focus on exploring creativity and curiosity, while building 
oral language, intra and interpersonal capabilities and skills. Our data for the last couple of years has 
identified we have room to grow  our students' development in these areas. The beauty of the program is 
that it can engage students (and adults) of any age, so we may well run some sessions with older 
students as mentors and role models. A flyer will be available shortly to register for sessions if you have 
pre-schoolers who may like to attend.  
 
 
Enrolment  
If you have a sibling joining us in 2027 or 2028 please head to our website and lodge your enrolment 
forms, it assists with our strategic planning.  If you know people exploring their options for prep or other 
levels, suggest they attend an open morning or book a personal tour, again all done through our website.  
https://www.saalphington.catholic.edu.au 

 

Tania Bennett 
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Learning Showcase Afternoon 
 

Tuesday, 31 March-3.00 - 4.45pm 
 

During the scheduled time, you are 
invited to pop in and spend time in your 
child/children's classroom to experience 
their learning over the term.  
Students will have work on display which 
they can discuss with you.  
We love seeing parents, siblings, 
grandparents and special others 
celebrating the achievements of our 
students. 
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