
                             Book week 
Book Week is a wonderful celebration of the joy of reading, with students and staff embracing the fun of dressing up 
as favourite characters (some more than others!), sharing their love of literature and enjoying engaging live 
performances. The enthusiasm and creativity across the school has been fantastic, with high levels of student and 
staff participation creating a vibrant and joyful atmosphere. It is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate stories, 
imagination and the magic that books can bring to our lives.  
 
If we were to give out St Anthony's awards, the winner would be Ms McGinnes for her lucky winner streak which 
provided us a session with Andy Griffiths. We had the exciting opportunity to see author Andy Griffiths bring his 
books to life through an engaging and entertaining live dialogue interaction. His energetic storytelling, humour and 
larger-than-life personality captivated students and staff, creating a memorable celebration of literature. It was 
wonderful to see students connect with the books in a new way and experience firsthand how stories develop and 
evolve. 
 
And an honourable mention to Mr Walsh for the creativity and enthusiasm he brought to Book Week through Visual 
Arts. His imaginative activities provided students with opportunities to explore stories and characters through various 
art mediums, adding another wonderful dimension to our Book Week celebrations.  
 
High student engagement creates happy, motivated students who are primed to learn through exploration, curiosity 
and discovery. When students are actively engaged and excited about their learning, they are more willing to ask 
questions, take risks, share ideas and make meaningful connections. This positive energy creates a learning 
environment where students feel confident, capable and ready to learn. Our student centered approach to all we do 
is underpinned by exactly this!  
 
And the fun is not over yet! We hope to see many family members join us tomorrow afternoon from 2.30pm for a 
reading of a shortlisted book (or perhaps a winner) and a fun activity. Entrance is via the office, where sign in upon 
entry will take place before being directed to classrooms. 

 
 

School Review 
Our School Reviewer, Chris Bence, spent a couple of days onsite last week to find out all there is to know about St 
Anthony’s. He commented within the first hour of being here on our positive culture. Many thanks to the parents who 
participated in the Parent Focus Group and the School Advisory Council. Each group had the opportunity to meet 
with our reviewer to discuss our school in five spheres (Religious Dimension, Learning & Teaching, Student 
Engagement, Leadership & Management and School Community). These two groups in addition to School Leaders, 
all staff (teaching and non), Student Leaders and a  Student sample from Year 4-6 provided information for our 
reviewer which will underpin the recommendations for our next School Improvement Plan. Once the report has been 
finalised and the School Improvement Goals established, a plan will be constructed and further sharing will take 
place with all stakeholders in our community. 
  

 
New Attendance Regulations  

There are many new practices for Attendance and Child Safety, which as gradually rolled out will become visible in 
our policies, processes and practice. At St Anthony's we are committed to ensuring all our students are safe at any 
given time. 
 
Students arriving after 9.00am (roll is taken at 9.00am, so even 9.05am) must be signed in at the office by an 
adult. While this may seem over the top and inconvenient, it is best practice and ensures all students are 
correctly accounted for. Automated messages when a student is not accounted for are sent and can create 
unnecessary angst when this process is not followed. 
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Any adult entering the school  beyond the office (this includes going up to classrooms) when students are 
onsite, for whatever reason or length of time, must be signed in at the office and have a WWCC. If you are 
yet to provide your WWCC details, please do so asap.  
 
Adults are not to enter the student toilets for any reason. If there is a need to assist your child, school age or 
preschooler, with toileting, head to the office to use the sick bay toilet.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support and compliance in keeping all our students safe.  

 
Twilight Fair 

Our school fair is a wonderful opportunity for our community to come together, but it can only happen with the 
support of our amazing volunteers. From setting up and running stalls to helping with activities and packing up at the 
end, every helping hand makes a difference. We are incredibly grateful for the time, energy and enthusiasm our 
volunteers contribute. Without volunteers, our fair simply would not be possible.  
The successful running of our school fair relies on strong organisation, teamwork and a clear handover of 
responsibilities. Many of our Fair Leads will finish their time with us in the next two years. Successful handover of 
Fair Lead roles is important so that knowledge, plans, contacts and key processes are shared to ensure continuity 
from one year to the next. This provides new Fair Leads with the support and confidence they need to take on their 
roles, while recognising the valuable work of those who have previously led the fair. A thorough handover helps 
ensure that the fair continues to be a positive, well-organised and successful community event. Without new Fair 
Leads, our Fair will not continue. Please see below for the opportunity to gather and find out how you can take on a 
Fair Lead Role in a supported and successful way. Succession is a key factor in longevity.  

 
September Holiday Program 

Our Holiday Program will again run on the following dates: 22, 23, 24, 29, 30 Sept and 1 October. More information 
is available in the attached flyer.  
It is important to note that the continuation of the Holiday Program being offered is number dependent. We require a 
minimum number of registered students each day to ensure we are not covering the financial shortfall. If you are 
planning to have your child/children attend, book in asap.  

 
MACSSIS (Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools School Improvement Survey) 

MACSSIS is a low impact, high return set of tools for creating, collecting, analysing, interpreting and using data to 
inform Catholic school improvement. MACSSIS produces perception data. This data tells us about what different 
people in a school community think and feel about their learning environment. 

The surveys gather data from: 

· students in Years 4–6 
· families 
· teachers and non-teaching staff. 

Survey questions cover several domains, which vary across the student, family and staff datasets. 

Next week all families will be invited to have their say via the confidential survey. This data is extensively analysed 
and used as a key driver in our Annual Action Plan (AAP) each year. 

 

Tania Bennett 



2026 SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Term 3   

Date Time AcƟvity 
Friday 
28 August 

2.30pm Book Week Family AcƟvity 
All welcome 

Sunday 
30 August 

6.15pm Yoga Fundraiser 

Tuesday 
1 September 

9.30am-
10.30am 

Kinder InteracƟve Session– 
Arts 

Friday 
4 September 

8.00am-
9.15am 

Father’s Day Breakfast & 
Classroom visit 

Friday 
4 September 

 Father’s Day Stall 

Friday 
11 September 

 Dad’s Night Out 
Details to come 

Monday 
14 September 

7.30pm Parents & Friends meeƟng 

Tuesday 
15 September 

7.30pm School Advisory Council 

Thursday 
17 September 

 School Disco 

Friday 
18 September 

 Sports Colour Day 

Friday 
18 September 

1pm Term 3 ends 

Sunday 
13 September 

3pm Twilight Fair Info aŌernoon 

Term 4   

Date Time AcƟvity 
Monday 
5 October 

 School Closure Day—Staff 
Wellbeing PL with Head Space 

Monday 
2 November 

 School Closure Day—Report 
WriƟng 

Tuesday 
3 November 

 Melbourne Cup Day 

Tuesday 
15 December 

1pm Term 4 ends 

Tuesday 
20 October 

7.30pm School Advisory Council 

Tuesday 
24 November 

7.30pm School Advisory Council 

Sunday 
6 December 

2.30pm Combined Parish Carols 
including school choirs 

Tuesday 
8 December 

6pm GraƟtude Mass and carols 

Tuesday 
15 December 

 Step Into 2027 

Monday 
12 October 

7.30pm Parents & Friends meeƟng 

Monday 
16 November 

7.30pm Parents & Friends meeƟng 

Monday 
7 December 

7.30pm Parents & Friends meeƟng 

Tuesday 
6 October 

8.50am Term 4 begins for students 

Sat-Sun 
24-25 October 

 Working Bee Weekend 

Friday 
6 November 

 Colour Run fundraiser 

Saturday 
17 October 

 School Trivia Night 

DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW 
 hƩps://www.facebook.com/stanthonysalphington/?modal=admin_todo_tour 
 
 hƩps://www.instagram.com/stanthonysalphington/   

BOOK WEEK FAMILY 
ACTIVITY 

FRIDAY, 28 August 2.30pm 



2026 BOOK WEEK DRESSUP 





















 

All students attending St Anthony’s Primary School have the right to feel safe.  The care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is a 
fundamental responsibility of all within our school.     


