
“Advent” means “arrival,” each week, beginning this Sunday November 30, celebrates something unique that Jesus 
brought to earth when he was born: hope, peace, joy, love. This first week of hope, we light the prophet’s candle. In 
christian terms this hope is centred in the Israelites' hope that the promised Messiah would come.  In our everyday lives, 
hope is an optimistic state of mind that is based on an expectation of positive outcomes to events and circumstances in 
one's own life, or the world at large. Hope often comes into its own when crisis looms, opening us to new creative 
possibilities. It is not accidental that each year we welcome our new Preps at Mass on the first Sunday of Advent. As we 
welcome them and their families to our community, we do so with Hope. Hope that their journey with us is one of growth 
and change, of inclusion and belonging, of curiosity and wonder, of awareness beyond themselves. A hope that when their 
time comes to move to the next stage of their journey they do so enriched by their experience with us.  

“Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy world.  
This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your voice, and focus on what’s really important.  

We place our hope in you as we prepare our hearts to celebrate your birth on Christmas. Amen.” 
  
Specialist Showcase Evening  
St Anthony’s we’ve done it again! What a fabulous evening showcasing the talents of our young people. Just when I think 
they have peaked, they step up to a new level. They never cease to amaze me. The vibe of the night truly reflected our 
community spirit, with so many people enjoying the opportunity to come together. The night could not happen without 
the work of our staff and I sincerely acknowledge everyone involved. Events like these are above and beyond their daily 
work, they are the living evidence of  the commitment, passion and expertise our staff has.  
 
Student Leadership 
As our Year 5 students prepare for their final year in senior leadership, they have been working through a new program 
we introduced this year, The Young Leaders program by Michael Grose, a renowned Australian author and educator. The 
program aims to empower senior primary school students to develop their leadership skills and make a positive 
difference in their communities. On Thursday we completed the final speeches for the formal leadership positions which 
we will announce shortly. As always the quality of our students makes the decision a far from easy one. It is important to 
note that the speeches, while important and not the sole basis for decision, the staff reflect in the students' leadership 
engagement throughout their time at St Anthony’s.  I congratulate every student who stepped up and nominated them 
self. Leadership is not just for those who wear a badge. I concur with Nelson Mandela’s thoughts,  that true leadership 
takes place quietly from behind when all is going well, when it is a time of celebration and victory. But from the front in 
times of trouble and danger, when a leader needs to be visible. All students across all levels will continue to have ample 
opportunities to lead in a variety of contexts. Early next year all our Year 6 students will attend the Youth Leadership 
Academy Conference, where they will hear from other leaders and be provided with practical ways to further develop 
and extend their leadership knowledge and skills.  
 
School Advisory Council This year our School Advisory Council has been a source of discussion, deliberation and 
consensus. Their advice has been authentic and congruent with who we are and what we proclaim to do. They have 
provided a crucial point of connection between the wider school community and school leaders. I thank this year's team, 
Lauren Nuske (Chair), Jessica Pinto-Costa, Claire Hayes, Bernadette Hogan, Craig Little, Kate Phillips, Simon Laskaj (Term 
1 & 2), not only on behalf of our community but personally, for their support of me as I navigate my role.  
 
I particularly extend my gratitude to Bernadette Hogan who has been a member for a number of years. Bernadette has 
experienced many changes within this time; group name and role, principal and parish priest movement. Bernadette has 
always undertaken her role with the intention to support the spiritual and educational welfare of all students. She will 
now share her skills and talents through the P & F.  
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Next year we welcome three new members to our School Advisory Council; Matt Grant, Jessica Lorenzi,  Kirsty Nason and 
Miranda O’Brien. The strong interest in joining our School Advisory Council is a wonderful indication of the investment 
our community has in ensuring St Anthony’s really is a school for every student!  
 
2026 Staffing and Class Structure 
In the October 16 newsletter, I informed you that staff were looking at our options for our 2026 class structure. There 
have been numerous opportunities for discussion, debate and reflection on this. The decision on our structure has been 
underpinned by the principles of equity, common good and growth. We want our classrooms kept to an optimal level for 
social, emotional and academic growth. We want each classroom to be of similar size and we want to be able to accept 
new enrolments. The School Advisory Council has also had the opportunity to discuss and explore options.  
 
I can now advise that our 2026 class structure is as follows:  
Prep x1 
1/2 x1 
3/4 x1 
4/5 x1 
5/6 x1 
 
This structure, while different to this year, has been experienced before. It provides balanced numbers across all classes, 
with room for new enrolments. It allows staff to meet and plan together.  From our teaching perspective the structure 
does not change how we teach from each students' entry point, that we plan and set goals for growth, always aiming for 
benchmarks as a minimum. The classes will be formulated by our staff, based on their extensive knowledge and 
experience of our students' social, emotional and academic needs, while also taking into consideration the common good 
of all class members. Students will complete a sociogram, identifying those they work well with. No student in any class 
will miss out or be disadvantaged by what other students in other classes are doing. The structure provides an exciting 
opportunity for our students to work with a range of students across their class and cohort. For our middle and senior 
students Inquiry units will take place as 3/4 s and 5/6 s.  At times the groups will reconfigure, for example during camp 
the 3/4s will spend time together, when interschool sport takes place our year 3s will have the opportunity to work with 
and mentor the 1/2s. If you have questions or wish to discuss 2026 please email to schedule a time to meet with me, my 
door is always open.  
We are still working through our staffing; from our classroom teachers to our leadership positions. The one class which 
is confirmed is our prep class who will be taught by Bianca Giuliano. We warmly welcome Bianca to our community and 
look forward to working with her.  
 
Save the dates- 
Gratitude Mass and Christmas Carols 
Tuesday 9 December at 6pm we will gather in our beautiful Church to celebrate our Gratitude mass combined with our 
Christmas Carols which will this year also include a Christmas Play. We would love to see every student and family 
celebrating with us wearing a touch of Christmas. 
 
Last Assembly for 2025 
No Monday assembly, instead we will gather on Tuesday 16 December (last day of school) at 12pm in the MacKillop 
Room.  We will hear from our Year 6 leaders, acknowledge our Year 6 award winners, farewell our exiting families before 
heading out to form a guard of honour for our Year 6 students. All invited.  
 

Tania Bennett 



2025 SCHOOL CALENDAR 
Term 4   

Date Time Activity 

Sunday 
30 November 

10.30am Juniors 2025 and Prep 2026 
Welcome Mass and Lunch 

Monday 
1 December 

9.30-
10.30am 

Open Morning 

Saturday 
6 December 

10am Christmas Carols on Station 
Street 

Monday 
8 December 

 House Athletics Day 

Tuesday 
9 December 

6pm End of year Gratitude Mass 
incl Christmas play with 
carols 

Friday 
12 December 

 Mission Stall Day 

Tuesday 
16 December 

 
12pm 

Step Up into 2026 session 
Whole School Assembly & 
Guard of Honour for Year 6s 

Tuesday 
16 December 

1pm Term 4 ends 
 

2026 SCHOOL CALENDAR 
Term 1   

Date Time Activity 

Tuesday 
27 January 

 School Closure 
Staff return 

Wednesday 
28 January 

8.50am Term 1 begins 
P—6 Students return 

Wednesday 
4 February 

 Preps not in 

Wednesday 
11 February 

 Preps not in 

Friday 
13 February 

9.15am Opening School Mass 

Wednesday 
18 February 

 Preps not in 

Wed—Fri 
18-20 February 

 Grade 5-6 Camp 

Wednesday 
25 February 

 Preps not in 

Friday 
27 February 

3.30pm 2026 Twilight Fair 

Tuesday 
3 March 

6.30pm Reconciliation Formation 
Evening—Grade 3 

Sunday 
8 March 

10.30am Reconciliation Commitment 
Mass—Grade 3 

Tuesday 
10 March  

 School Photos 

Wednesday 
11 March 

 Naplan commences 

Saturday 
21 March 

 Parish Indian Dinner 

Tuesday 
24 March 

6.30pm Sacrament of 
Reconciliation—Grade 3 

Thursday 
2 April 

1pm Term 1 ends 

Friday 
3 April 

 Good Friday 









How to support your child under 16 with the new social media age restrictions 

From 10 December 2025, the Online Safety Amendment (Social Media Minimum Age) Act 2024 will re-

quire social media platforms to: 

  prevent children and young people under 16 from having a social media account 

  deactivate or freeze existing accounts held by people under 16. 

Delaying access to social media protects the health and wellbeing of young people and gives them extra 

time to build real world connections and digital literacy skills. 

The responsibility will be on the social media platforms, not parents, carers, children or schools, to imple-

ment these new restrictions. 

Most popular social media platforms will be age restricted. These include Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, 

TikTok, X (formerly Twitter), Reddit and YouTube. 

Messaging services and online games, as well as apps and platforms that support health and education, 

can still be used. 

How to help under 16s prepare for the change   

Parents and carers play an important role in supporting their children to be safe online. 

To help get under 16s ready for the social media minimum age requirements, you can go to the  eSafety 

website to learn more about the social media age restrictions and find tips on how to talk about social media 

age restrictions with young people . 

What the change means for our school 

At our school, all age-restricted social media platforms are blocked for student use on the school network. 

To keep up to date about the new social media age restrictions, visit the eSafety website and subscribe to 

their newsletter. 

LOST PROPERTY BASKETS 
There is only just over 2 weeks left before the end of term.  Please have a look in the lost property for any items 

that you are missing.   

At the end of the year, all items left in the baskets will either be donated to the second hand uniform shop or recy-

cled. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/industry-regulation/social-media-age-restrictions-hub
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/industry-regulation/social-media-age-restrictions-hub
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/social-media-age-restrictions/conversation-starters
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/social-media-age-restrictions/conversation-starters
http://www.esafety.gov.au/social-media-age-restrictions-hub
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/subscribe




 

All students attending St Anthonyôs Primary School have the right to feel safe.  The care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is 
a fundamental responsibility of all within our school.     

DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW 
 https://www.facebook.com/stanthonysalphington/?modal=admin_todo_tour 
 

 https://www.instagram.com/stanthonysalphington/   

https://www.facebook.com/stanthonysalphington/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.instagram.com/stanthonysalphington/

