
 

Student voice, agency and leadership have a central role in improving student outcomes and supporting 
student safety and wellbeing. 

Student voice is not simply about giving students the opportunity to communicate ideas and opinions – it 
is about students having the power to influence change. Authentic student voice provides opportunities 
for students to collaborate and make decisions with adults around what and how they learn and how 
their learning is assessed. 

Student agency refers to the level of autonomy and power that a student experiences in the learning 
environment. Agency gives students the power to direct and take responsibility for their learning, creating 
independent and self-regulating learners.  

We continually develop our students’ voice and agency in their learning through authentic opportunities. 
This semester our Parent Teacher Interviews are evolving into Learning Conversations, involving all 
students, Prep to Year Six. They will provide the context for students to share and reflect on their learning 
goals with their parents and teacher. The Learning Conversations will celebrate achievements and discuss 
their next learning steps. We are looking forward to this new direction and will continue to review and 
refine our Learning Conversations each semester. To facilitate this new approach, the Learning 
Conversations will take place onsite with students and parents across two sessions, Tuesday July 1, 3.45-
7.15pm and Thursday July 3, 3.45-7.15pm. An Operoo will be sent shortly for bookings.  

In addition to our Learning conversations, part of our Assessment and Reporting schedule is the 
Classroom Showcase afternoons introduced last year. These Showcases are a termly opportunity for 
parents and family members to engage with their child about their learning. They provide students with 
an opportunity to present and celebrate their learning, creativity and achievements. Students share what 
they’ve learned through projects, presentations and workbooks. Parents and visitors can assess student 
understanding in an authentic, real-world context. Presenting work helps students develop public 
speaking and interpersonal skills. It encourages self-expression and pride in their work. The afternoons 
strengthen home-school connections and foster a supportive learning community. This term’s Showcase 
Afternoon is Tuesday June 17 from 3.00-4.45pm. We hope you can join us.  

Last year we applied to join the Respectful Relationships Initiative and become a Respectful Relationships 
partner school and were successful in our application.  

The Respectful Relationships program supports schools and early childhood settings to promote and 
model respect, positive attitudes and behaviours. Amongst the many components the program helps 
students understand their own feelings and recognize the emotions of others. It teaches empathy, active 
listening, and respectful communication, encouraging respect for self and others, including personal 
boundaries and consent. It helps students understand what is acceptable behavior in relationships at a 
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developmentally appropriate level.  Students learn the necessary skills to express themselves clearly and 
resolve conflicts peacefully, building habits of healthy disagreement and mutual understanding. 
 
We have been using elements of this program as part of our Social Emotional Learning for a few years and 
becoming a partner school will embed practices and strategies. All Respectful Relationship Partnered 
Schools are required to: 

• attend a Respectful Relationships induction session 

• conduct an initial briefing with all staff 

• establish a school-based team 

• examine your school’s policies and activities to ensure they treat everyone equally 

• develop and implement an action plan 

• participate in related professional learning 

• participate in your local Lead and Partner School cluster. 

As a Respectful Relationships partner school, St Anthony’s will continue building a culture of respect and 
equality, shaping how our students form relationships now and into the future as adults—with friends, 
partners, coworkers, and family. A positive school environment provides every student the opportunity to 
flourish in the current and future contexts. 

 

Tania Bennett 
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2025 SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Term 2   

Date Time Activity 

Friday 
13 June 

9.15am St Anthony’s Feast Day 
whole school Mass—all 
welcome 

Saturday 
14 June 

3.00pm Sacrament of 
Confirmation—St Patricks 
Cathedral, East Melb 

Tuesday 
17 June 

3pm-
4.45pm 

Classroom Showcase 
afternoon 

Friday 
27 June 

9.15am Feast of Sacred Heart whole 
school Mass—all welcome 

Saturday 
28 June 

7pm Parents & Friends 80’s Trivia 
Night—MacKillop Room 

Monday 
30 June 

9.30-
10.30am 

Kinder Interactive Session 

Tuesday 
1 July 

3.45pm-
7.15pm 

Student/Parent/Teacher 
Learning Conversations 

Thursday 
3 July 

3.45pm-
7.15pm 

Student/Parent/Teacher 
Learning Conversations 

Friday 
4 July 

1.00pm Term 2 ends 

Term 3   

Monday 
21 July 

8.50am Term 3 begins 

Wednesday 
30 July 

7pm  Eucharist Formation Evening 

Sunday 
3 August 

11am Eucharist Commitment Mass 

Friday 
8 August 

9.15am Feast of Mary of the Cross 
(Mary Mackillop) whole 
school Mass—all welcome 

Tuesday 
12 August 

7.30pm School Advisory Council 

Friday 
15 August 

9.15am Feast of the Assumption 
whole school Mass—all 
welcome 

Monday 
18 August 

 Book Week 

Sunday 
24 August 

11am Sacrament of First Eucharist 

Friday 
5 September 

7.30am Fathers Day Breakfast 

Friday 
19 September 

1.00pm Term 3 ends 

Term 4   

Date Time Activity 

Monday 
6 October 

8.50am Term 4 begins 

Tuesday 
14 October 

7.30pm School Advisory Council 

Monday 
3 November 

 School Closure—Assessment 
and Reporting 

Tuesday 
4 November 

 Melbourne Cup public 
holiday 

Tuesday 
11 November 

7.30pm School Advisory Council 

Wednesday 
12 November 

 Book Fair begins 

Friday 
14 November 

2.30pm Prep Orientation Session 1 

Friday 
21 November 

2.30pm Prep Orientation Session 2 

Friday 
28 November 

2.30pm Prep Orientation Session 3 

Sunday 
30 November 

11am Junior 2025 and 2026 Mass 
and BBQ 

Tuesday 
9 December 

 End of year Gratitude 
Mass—all welcome 

Monday 
15 December 

 Step Up into 2026 session 

Tuesday 
16 December 

1pm Term 4 ends 
 

2026 ENROLMENTS  

CLOSING on Friday, 13 June 

If you have a child or know a child who will 

start school next year please click on the link 

below to start the enrolment process. 

https://www.saalphington.catholic.edu.au/enrolment 

DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW 
 https://www.facebook.com/stanthonysalphington/?modal=admin_todo_tour 
 

 https://www.instagram.com/stanthonysalphington/   

http://www.saalphington.catholic.edu.au/enrolment
https://www.facebook.com/stanthonysalphington/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.instagram.com/stanthonysalphington/




PREP/1 RG INQUIRY UNIT 

In Inquiry this term we have been discovering a range of  different chemical changes in 

our everyday life. Yesterday we watched as jelly crystals dissolved in hot water and then 

observed how the jelly turned from a liquid to a solid overnight in the fridge. Eating the 

jelly today was the reward after completing our scientific observations! 

ST ANTHONY’S FEAST DAY MASS  
Please join us to celebrate St Anthony’s Feast Day 

Friday, 13 June at 9.15am 

All are welcome 
 

Our celebration day will be held early in Term 3.  Further details to come. 

 



PREP/1 RG SCIENCE INCURSION—FIZZ KIDZ 

 

DIVISION CROSS COUNTRY 

On Tuesday, June 3rd Bonnie N and 

Tom T both ran at the Division 3km 

U12 cross country at Banyule Flats. 

Both of the young athletes ran amazing 

races, with Bonnie finishing 1st and 

Tom finishing 2nd. Both students will 

p r o g r e s s  t o  t h e  R e g i o n a l 

Championships at  Ki lmore on 

W e d n e s d a y ,  J u n e  1 8 t h .  

       We wish them the best of luck. 





Matthew (Matt) Levy OAM 
Today we had a Paralympian, Matthew Levy, come to our school and speak to the year fives & sixes 

about him and his career. Matt started swimming at a very young age even before he could walk. 

Matt made swimming his goal very early on. He kept this goal for years and never gave up. In 2003 

he competed at the Athens Paralympics, then the Beijing Paralympics, then London, then the Rio 

Paralympics and finally the Tokyo Paralympics. Matt won 9 medals over all.  

Matt talked about what he did to get to where he is now and the process. Matt really inspired me and 

a lot of other kids to never give up on your goals, even when it seems like they're not going to work 

out, because if you put your mind to it, it will work out. So today I have taken away everything that 

Matthew Levy has taught us and I’m putting it towards my goals.   By Olivia 

 

Matthew Levy was born prematurely at 25 weeks, on the 11th of January 1987. He also has two conditions, cerebral palsy 

and also is legally blind. He has had 40-50 operations done on his heart, brain, lungs and ears. Matthew Levy’s competitive 

races include five Paralympic games, five World Championships and multiple commonwealth games. He has won 3 gold 

medals, 1 silver medal and 6 bronze medals.  

Matthew has competed at these different locations: Athens, Greece, 2004. Beijing, China, 2008. London, United Kingdom, 

2012. Rio De Janeiro, Brazil, 2016 and Tokyo, Japan, 2020. His longest swim was the 400 metre freestyle swim which he 

got a gold medal for. 

Matthew Levy has inspired me to be able to follow my dreams and to never let the fire that keeps my dreams and hopes 

ever burn out. I know that how many times I fail; I can still achieve my greatest dreams.   Leo 

 

All the five six students of St Anthony's had the privilege of hearing a talk from Matthew Levy about his career and how he 

got there. 

 He started off by explaining that he followed his dreams of becoming a swimmer at the Paralympics, as he is vision im-

paired and is legally blind he told us that it was hard at first to become a swimmer with all the put downs of that other peo-

ple told him like he couldn't become a swimmer if he couldn't see but he said that he would keep on following his dreams 

until he got there. 

This inspired me because the fact that he couldn't even see or walk very well but could swim inspired me to follow my 

dreams no matter how hard it is to do things to get there.  

Matt explained to us that he was born very early and had to get lots of operations done on him to help him. He also told us 

that he won nine medals in the Paralympics 2 gold 1 silver and 5 bronze but he also said that it wasn't the medals that he 

really valued it was the life lessons and the things he learnt on the way to becoming a worldwide Paralympics champion. 

Mathew was mainly in freestyle events and has broken two world records over his lifetime he has also won an OAM and is 

by far one of the most admiring and inspiring person I have met.   By Ruby  

 

Matthew Levy inspired me and my classmates about his journey as a Paralympian and as an Australian citizen. He was 

born prematurely at 25 weeks with cerebral palsy and legal blindness. He has had 40-50 operations on various parts of his 

body, his heart, lungs, ears and even his brain. When he was speaking to us he could only see the front row and only a 

short field of view in front of him. Despite the challenges faced, he grew up in the pool for rehabilitation therapy. This helped 

him gain confidence and independence in not just his swimming journey, but also his everyday life. Matthew is best known 

for his incredible freestyle ability however he has shown amazing performances in breaststroke and the 200 m individual 

medley, (50 metres of each lap.) Matthew has participated in 4 different Olympic games throughout his career before retir-

ing from competitive swimming in 2022. He has won 3 gold medals, 1 silver medal and 6 bronze medals to his name. How-

ever, he is extremely humble about his achievements in swimming and doesn’t just take credit for himself. He taught me a 

lot about encouragement and the importance of making sure you keep trying your hardest to the best of your ability.     

Archie 

 

All the year 5/6s of St Anthony’s had the privilege to talk to Matthew (Matt) Levy an Australian Paralympics swimmer. Matt 

was born very early and due to this he has cerebral palsy and is visually impaired. Even though Matt had all these challeng-

es he always pushed through and had a great mindset.  



Today he decided to talk to us about his journey in life to becoming a Paralympics swimmer. He told us to keep going and 

to follow our dreams. I feel that Matt gave me and a lot of other people a very valuable teaching lesson. He taught me to 

push through and keep going. I found Matt to be a very wise person.  

Matt has inspired me to keep going because each word he said taught me something and I am very lucky that I have got 

this opportunity to meet him. 

Matt has won 10 in total Paralympics medals, 3 gold, 1 silver and 6 bronze medals. Despite all of these difficulties Matt has 

faced he has pushed through and made the best out of his situation Matt has inspired me deeply. Matt never thought of his 

disability as a problem, he just thought it was something unique about him and I find that very noble. I am very glad that I 

got to meet him today. He has taught me a valuable lesson that I won't forget! Thanks Matt!  -Emily R 

 

On Wednesday the 4 of June at St Anthony’s we had a Guest speaker come to our school. His name was Matthew Levy, a 

Paralympian who talked to us about his life story. When I first saw him I was wondering what he does and why Ms Bennett 

chose him. Then I realized when he was talking that he is legally Blind and has cerebral palsy. Matt was talking about how 

he went to five Olympics and won 3 gold medals, 1 silver medal and 5 bronze medals. Throughout the hour he told us how 

he could not walk till he was 5 and started swimming at 3. Matt said that his biggest achievement was learning his life les-

sons. This made me realize that not only a medal defines your achievements but the way you got there does. Matthew also 

wrote three books and got the Medal of Order of Australia (OAM). I learnt that not only did he achieve his goal but he be-

came a really inspiring person who can make anything happen when he sets his mind to it. I hope that I can do the same as 

him and achieve my goals by the time I’m 30.  By Sapphire C 

 

Matthew Levy came to tell us about his life and he was telling us about his life and what challenges he went through. What I 

took out of his talk was how he had all these disabilities and he still managed to go to the Paralympics and to win gold med-

als. He also won an OAM which shows how much of a good person he was. I was thinking about how he could learn any-

thing. He had many disabilities and he still did what he did in his life. He has disabilities such as cerebral palsy, he is legally 

blind and he has had 40-50 operations on his heart. To compete at those levels and have those achievements is crazy.  

Ricky 



 

2/3MG and 4MH EXCURSION  

 

 

On Wednesday 4th June the Grade 2s, 3s and 4s were lucky enough to visit TwistED Science as part of 

their inquiry units. This venue is a science-based play zone, jam-packed with interactive play stations! Our 

students were required to switch on their science brains as soon as they entered the centre and carefully 

explore each station with the aim of trying to figure out how each one worked. It was a wonderful way to 

promote students’ interest, learning and creativity in science and technology, through imaginative and en-

joyable experiences, facilitating futuristic STEM based thinking. 

 

Here’s what some our students enjoyed most about their experience:  

In the pink lab we made an experiment with bicarb soda and vinegar. We carefully held the chemicals 

near the flame and the candle went out. It was very cool! - Ishiya  

 

I did a reaction time test at Twisted and did really well! I also really enjoyed the upside down room. - 

Mateo 

 

I loved all the science experiments, especially the rocket launch using vinegar and salt. It made a massive 

explosion! - Domi 

 

My favourite part of the excursion was the bubble area. There was a huge container of bubble water and 

we got to make the biggest bubbles I’ve ever seen! - Stella  

 

I really liked the gravity station because I liked pulling the lever and guessing which way the ball will fall. - 

Jude 

 

 









 

All students attending St Anthony’s Primary School have the right to feel safe.  The care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is 
a fundamental responsibility of all within our school.     


