
Last week we gathered as a community to celebrate the Feast of Mary of the Cross, Mary MacKillop. 
We reflected on her legacy. Mary was an incredible woman whose faith and dedication to education 
shaped Australia, particularly education in outback Australia.  
As a school founded by the Josephite nuns, the congregation Mary belonged to, we share a special 
bond. The essence of who she was, is lived in our everyday experience. Her words ‘Never see a need 
without doing something about it’ prominent in our atrium, continue to guide, challenge and shape 
us. We witness these words in the thoughts, words and actions of each other. We are called to action, 
to respond to her example with faith, compassion and hope. Our 2025 United in Hope, pays homage 
to her, while also reflecting this jubilee year.  
 

Tomorrow,  we acknowledge and celebrate the Feast of the Assumption. Where we will again gather 
to honour and celebrate Mary. This time, Mary, the mother of Jesus and our heavenly mother.  Mary 
was a woman of strength, love, compassion and determination. She had a faith so strong she said yes; 
yes to what was hard, yes to the unknown, yes to God. Mary shows us the way to live our lives as 
people of humility and unconditional love. She loved her son unconditionally and she teaches us how 
we too can love Jesus.  
We invite everyone to celebrate with us at 9.15 am, Friday 15 August in our beautiful church.  
 

STAFFING NEWS 

In the coming week Ashleigh Psalia will leave us to prepare for and welcome her second bundle of 
joy. We wish Ashleigh and her family all the very best as they grow from a family of three into a 
family of four.  We look forward to hearing the news of their newest addition’s arrival. Interviews for 
the position of Performing Arts Teacher have concluded and I will shortly announce Ashleigh’s 
replacement until her anticipated return in 2027. 
 

SPORTING ACCOLADES 

We continue to go from strength to strength in the sporting arena. Congratulations to our Girl’s Tee 
Ball team who are now off to State. While the successes are amazing, it is the unwavering team work 
and sportspersonship which stands out. Our teams demonstrate who we want our St Anthony's 
students to be-young people who display commitment, determination and encouragement to not 
only their team mates but also the opposition. Well done to the team and coach, Nick Haddon. 
 

GRATITUDE  
Thank you to our Mini Vinnies team who organised a fun day of PJ wearing and a HUGE thank you to 
all for the generous donations collected. The bags of tooth brushes, toothpaste, socks and gloves 
located in the atrium are incredible. Shortly we will present the donated items to the St Vincent de 
Paul Alphington Conference Group for distribution. The spirit of Mary Mackillop’s words, evident in 
our collective action for those in need.  
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AUSTRALIAN MATHS COMPETITION 

What a joy it was to witness twenty three of our students from year 3 to 6 participate in the 
Australian Maths Competition. Some of the students have a love and aptitude for mathematics and 
others were simply keen to have a go. Every single one of them should be proud of their efforts and 
commitment to ongoing learning.  
 

100 DAYS OF LEARNING  
Congratulations to our junior students who celebrated 100 days of learning. This group has so much 
to celebrate. They continue to surprise and astound in their growth and development socially, 
emotionally and academically under the guidance of their incredible teacher Rebekah Grenfell and 
ESO’s Mary Paschalidis and Vince DA cri. We look forward to seeing all they achieve this year, there is 
no doubt they will continue to shine!  
 

BOOK WEEK 

Next week we celebrate Book Week. This year's theme is ‘Book An Adventure’. 
Don’t forget we have our Dress Up Parade on Monday 18 August at 9am (no assembly that day) and 
the Family Activity Afternoon Friday 22 August at 2.30pm. For this afternoon we are asking for a 
gold coin donation which will go to Opening The Doors Foundation. Opening the Doors supports 
indigenous literacy and  is the key foundation we support as a F.I.R.E Carrier school. We hope to see 
many parents, siblings, grandparents, aunties and uncles in attendance. There will also be a fun (and 
somewhat challenging) activity in the atrium for students, staff and parents to participate in,  if they 
choose.  
 

PRINCIPAL’S CONFERENCE 

Unfortunately I will be with you all in spirit only as you celebrate Book Week, as I will be attending 
the Australian Catholic Education Conference in Cairns with the North Central Zone Principal’s 
Network and over 1,500 educators, leaders, clergy and parents involved in Catholic Education. A 
privilege I do not take for granted.  
The theme of the conference “Hope, Anchored in Faith” will be explored through the strategic vision 
and mission of Catholic Education. I look forward to being personally challenged, inspired and 
empowered in my role as a leader in Catholic Education, bringing back my learning to share with you 
all.  
I am excited for the opportunity to attend this conference while at the same time disappointed that I 
will miss the Book Week celebrations. I look forward to hearing all about them on my return. During 
this week I will be available via email, while onsite Rosanna Romeo, Rebekah Grenfell and Nick 
Haddon can assist you with any concerns.  
 
Tania Bennett 



2025 SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Term 3   

Friday 
15 August 

9.15am Feast of the Assumption 
whole school Mass—all 
welcome 

Monday 
18 August 

9am Book Week Parade 

Friday 
22 August 

2.30pm Book Week Family Activity 

Sunday 
24 August 

10.30am Sacrament of First Eucharist 

Friday 
29 August 

9.15am 5/6 Year Level Mass 

Friday 
5 September 

7.30am Fathers Day Breakfast and 
open classrooms 

Friday 
5 September 

 Fathers Day Stall 

Friday 
12 September 

9.15am Prep/1 RG & 2/3MG Class 
Mass 

Thursday 
18 September 

5.00—
6.00pm 

School Disco 
Grades Prep—3 

Thursday 
18 September 

6.15-
7.30pm 

School Disco 
Grades 4—6 

Friday 
19 September 

 Sports Colours day and 
activities 

Friday 
19 September 

1.00pm Term 3 ends 

Term 4   

Date Time Activity 

Monday 
6 October 

8.50am Term 4 begins 

Tuesday 
14 October 

7.30pm School Advisory Council 

Tuesday 
28 October 

 NEW School Closure—PD on 
student engagement and 
wellbeing 

Monday 
3 November 

 School Closure—Assessment 
and Reporting 

Tuesday 
4 November 

 Melbourne Cup public 
holiday 

Tuesday 
11 November 

7.30pm School Advisory Council 

Wednesday 
12 November 

 Scholastic Book Fair begins 

Friday 
14 November 

2.30pm Prep Orientation Session 1 

Friday 
21 November 

2.30pm Prep Orientation Session 2 

Friday 
28 November 

2.30pm Prep Orientation Session 3 

Sunday 
30 November 

10.30am Junior 2025 and 2026 Mass 
and BBQ 

Tuesday 
9 December 

 End of year Gratitude 
Mass—all welcome 

Monday 
15 December 

 Step Up into 2026 session 

Tuesday 
16 December 

1pm Term 4 ends 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY  

TUESDAY—28 October 2025 



DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW 
 https://www.facebook.com/stanthonysalphington/?modal=admin_todo_tour 
 

 https://www.instagram.com/stanthonysalphington/   

https://www.facebook.com/stanthonysalphington/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.instagram.com/stanthonysalphington/






NORTHERN METROPOLITAN SPORTS REGIONAL CHAMPIONS  

Congratulations to the Girls Tee Ball Team for winning the Regional Championship! 

The girls were too strong for  Marymede Catholic College  in the final winning 20-9.  

Thank you to the amazing families who supported the team on the day.   







CLASSROOM CUISINE TERM 3 MENU 
New items this term include Quesadilla (Chicken) served with Sour Cream; Tandoori Chicken Puff Parcel with 

Mango Chutney; Carrot Cup Cake (Gluten Free, Dairy Free & Vegan); and Harvest Snaps ! 











 

All students attending St Anthony’s Primary School have the right to feel safe.  The care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is 
a fundamental responsibility of all within our school.     


