
There’s something truly special about the arrival of spring. After the cooler days of winter, the world seems 
to wake up with renewed energy, brighter colours and a wonderful sense of possibility. The days grow 
longer, the sunshine feels warmer, and nature puts on a spectacular show as flowers bloom and trees 
burst into fresh green leaves. 

 
Spring invites us to step outside, breathe in the fresh air and appreciate the simple pleasures that make 
life so beautiful. Whether it’s enjoying a morning coffee in the sunshine, taking a leisurely stroll through a 
garden, listening to the cheerful songs of birds or watching butterflies dance among the flowers, there are 
countless little moments to enjoy. 

 
One of the greatest joys of spring is seeing gardens come to life. Bright daffodils, colourful tulips and 
fragrant blossoms remind us that after every winter comes a season of growth and renewal. Even a small 
pot of flowers or a few herbs growing on a windowsill can bring a little extra happiness to our everyday 
lives. 

 
Spring also gives us a lovely excuse to reconnect with family, friends and our community. As we welcome 
this beautiful season, although also acknowledging that we live in Melbourne and may very well 
still  experience four seasons in one day, let's remember to slow down, savor the sunshine and appreciate 
the small wonders all around us. A warm afternoon, a garden in bloom or a friendly smile can brighten an 
ordinary day in the most delightful way. 
 
Sunsmart Policy 
As a sunsmart school all students are required to wear a hat when outside. If a student does not have a 
hat they have designated sun safe places to play-under any of the shade sails or the area outside the 
MacKillop Room. Please ensure your chid/ren has a named hat.  
 
 
Child Safety 
Child Safety is always at the forefront of all we do here at St Anthony’s and we continue to update and 
improve our policies, protocols and practices. 
To date we have tightened our attendance record keeping and I  thank everyone who is signing their child/
children in via the VPass at the office when arrival takes place after 9am.  
 
A reminder that any adult entering the school  beyond the office (this includes going up to 
classrooms) when students are onsite, for whatever reason or length of time, must be signed in at 
the office and have a WWCC. If you are yet to provide your WWCC details, please do so asap.  
In addition to this, reference checking of all volunteers will be rolled out over the coming term. 
More details to follow… 
Adults are not to enter the student toilets for any reason. If there is a need to assist your child, 
school age or preschooler, with toileting, head to the office to use the sick bay toilet.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and compliance in keeping all our students safe.  
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Christmas Choir  

 
That time of the year is fast approaching and our Christmas Choir is always on high 
demand.  

Please encourage your child to consider joining the Christmas Choir. Practice will take place during 
Performing Arts lessons plus an additional at recess on a Monday.  

Tour dates for the choir include:  

Sunday 6 December  2.30pm Combined Parish Carols at St Anthony’s Church  

Tuesday 8 December 6.00pm Gratitude Mass and Carols 

Dates TBC Visits to local Childcare and Kinders 

Date TBC Carols on Station Street 

 
School Advisory Council  

At the end of the year the School Advisory Council has two members finishing their tenure Claire Hayes, 
who is stepping aside to undertake the very important role of Twilight Fair lead and Kate Phillips who 
juggles multiple committee and council commitments. I thank both Claire and Kate for their contribution to 
the School Advisory Council, while also noting that their contribution to our school community is far from 
over.  

Expressions of Interest 

We are seeking additional members for our School Advisory Council to support the principal, parish priest 
and leadership team of the school. 

While no particular expertise is required, we are looking for people who are enthusiastic, have a  focus on 
the whole school and have an interest in making St Anthony’s better. Parent voice is an integral part of 
creating a successful school community.  

We are inviting you to express your interest in being part of the School Advisory Council. If you wish to be 
part of this important team or to find out more,  please have a chat to any one of our members Lauren 
Nuske, Kate Phillips, Jess Pinto- Costa, Miranda O’Brien, Matt Grant, Jess Lorenzi, Craig Little, Kirsty 
Nason or myself, Tania Bennett.  

 
2027 Staffing and Class Structure 
Term 4 we juggle finishing the year with one foot in the current and one foot in the next!   
 
In 2027 we will have some staffing changes.  
Vince McCafferty will be retiring, and while we will miss his Irish accent around the school,  we 
plan to see him back for CRT work. We thank Vince for his time here at St Anthony's and look forward to 



still seeing him around, hopefully with his guitar in hand and a song at the ready.  Maria Buttifiant 
finishes her contract as Performing Arts teacher. Maria has been a terrific asset in the role leading not 
only classes, choir but also a school concert. Julianne Dynan completes her contract with us. Julianne has 
worked primarily in the 1/2JB classroom covering Joe on his leave. We thank Julianne for her time with 
us.   
Shortly we will finalize the movements of our current staff and undertake the recruitment process if 
required.  
 
Our class structure discussions and planning is also under way with staff and our School Advisory Council 
involvement. The decision on our structure will be underpinned by the principles of equity, common good 
and growth. We want our classrooms kept to an optimal level for social, emotional and academic growth 
and also allowing acceptance of new enrolments or International Students, which has been a wonderful 
addition this year. While we cannot accommodate every request or suggestion we value feedback during 
this discernment. If you would like to discuss, make a comment or share a suggestion, please reach out to 
myself or the School Advisory Council members.  
 
 

Tania Bennett 



2026 SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Term 4   

Date Time Activity 
Friday 
23 October 

9.15am 5/6 RL Class Mass 

Sat-Sun 
24-25 October 

 Working Bee Weekend 

Friday 
30 October 

9.15am 1/2JB & 4/5MG Class Mass 

Monday 
2 November 

 School Closure Day—Report 
Writing 

Tuesday 
3 November 

 Melbourne Cup Day 

Friday 
6 November 

2pm COLOUR RUN fundraiser 

Friday 
13 November 

9.15am Prep BG & 1/2 JB Class Mass 

Monday 
16 November 

7.30pm Parents & Friends meeting 

Friday 
20 November 

9.15am Grade 3—6 Mass 

Tuesday 
24 November 

7.30pm School Advisory Council 

Sunday 
6 December 

2.30pm Combined Parish Carols 
including school choirs 

Monday 
7 December 

7.30pm Parents & Friends meeting 

Tuesday 
8 December 

6pm Gratitude Mass and carols 

Tuesday 
15 December 

 Step Into 2027 

Tuesday 
15 December 

1pm Term 4 ends 

ZOOPER DOOPER FRIDAYS ARE 

BACK for TERM 4!! 

Every Friday in Term 4, we will be selling Zooper Doopers at 

lunchtime. 

The cost will be 50 cents each.  The correct money will  be 

appreciated. 







      RSL RED POPPY APPEAL 

St Anthony’s will again be supporting the RSL Red Poppy Appeal by selling 

badges, pens and wrist bands for Remembrance Day. 

Items will range between $2 and $10.  SRC reps will be selling badges at recess and 1st half of 

lunch starting next week until Wednesday, 11 November.  Please send the correct money. 







PREP BG  

CODING IN FUTURE DESIGN  

The Preps have started their journey into the digital world with some fun coding 
bee bots.  The Preps also built mazes and paths for their bee bots.  What a clever 
bunch they are! 

 

 

 



DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW 
 https://www.facebook.com/stanthonysalphington/?modal=admin_todo_tour 

 

 https://www.instagram.com/stanthonysalphington/   

https://www.facebook.com/stanthonysalphington/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.instagram.com/stanthonysalphington/




 

All students attending St Anthony’s Primary School have the right to feel safe.  The care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people is a 
fundamental responsibility of all within our school.     


