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2026 Open Mornings

* TUE 3 FEBRUARY
* WED 4 MARCH
* MON 23 MARCH

9.30am -

* MON 27 APRIL
* TUE 12 MAY
* THUR 4 JUNE

10.30am

* TUE 21 JULY
* WED 12 AUG

Or book a personal tour with the Principal via our website

ALL WELCOME

Melbourne Archdiocese
Catholic Schools

52 P
A SCHOOL FOR EVERY STUDENT

9489 7936

santhony@saalphington.catholic.edu.au
52 Austin Street, Alphington



Holiday Activities
+ Cooking

v Sports
Y Crafts
“ Games

MACSEYE

Book via Xplor
Contact us on 0491117 427
for assistance



T 6@5@

e Tuesday 21
April -first day
for students for
Term 2

e 9am Easter Bonnet Parade
Nllelia (elefysation
fun fJayy

e Lunch provided

e 3pm Easter Liturgy
& Assembly

e Casual Clothes

Catholic Schools
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_TEEM 1 RI;T

THIS TERM, STUDENTS HAVE FOCUSED ON 2 OF THE 7

ELEMENTS OF ART. WE'VE LOOKED AT VALUE AND COLOUR,
AND THE ARTWORKS WE'VE CREATED DEMONSTRATE A
GREAT UNDERSTANDING OF THESE ELEMENTS.

THE STUDENTS HAVE BEEN FANTASTIC, DISPLAYING
CREATIVITY, ENTHUSIASM AND CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER.




Italian at St Anthony’s — Term 1 Highlights

S 1 LB ’ What a fantastic start to Italian
e D : 8 === learning at St Anthony’s for our
. % Prep students! They have
thoroughly enjoyed their daily
immersion in the Italian
language, embracing every
opportunity to listen, repeat and
respond with enthusiasm. It has
been wonderful to see their
confidence grow as they practise
simple classroom instructions

such as “Venite qua!” and “Andate

la!”, and eagerly repeat new words
and phrases.- They have also been
carefully watching Pinocchio as he can be very cheeky and often tries to steal Miss Giuliano's

belongings!

Students have also begun to develop an understanding that Italian is spoken in Italy, helping them
make meaningful connections between language and culture. Their excitement and willingness to have

a go have made each lesson engaging and full of energy.

Across the school, students in Years 1-6 are continuing to build on their Italian skills this term. They
have consolidated greetings, conversations, and everyday classroom language, while also learning to

express their interests and opinions.

We are so proud of the students’ positive

iy attitudes and enthusiasm for learning Italian

g e ™ — bravissimi!
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ROW NG G/ EAT 1DS

Welcome to our last Growing Great Kids for Term 1. What a busy, but fun term it has been!
Leading into our Easter holidays, this week’s habit is about connection. As humans, we are
relational beings in all that we do, and safe, loving connection is one of the biggest factors
in whether or not we thrive. It has protective factors for both our physical and mental
health, and the World Health Organisation found that there are positive links between social
connection and academic achievement.

Let’s touch on some of the other habits on our list for building healthy brains, while
thinking about connection. Healthy food boosts our feel-good neurotransmitters, but how
about if we combined healthy food with sitting around a table filled with loved ones over
Easter lunch? Or a picnic in the park over the holidays, combining free play, a healthy
lunch shared with family or friends, some sunshine (hopefully!) and some exercise while
we run around? What a great way to grow healthy brains and bodies! When we share
experiences with others in a safe and supportive way, we increase our sense of overall
wellbeing.

As a Catholic community, we focus on the teachings of Jesus Christ, and taking care of the
dignity of all people. One way we do this is by connecting with those in our community, and
as Easter is the most important part of our year as Catholics, let’'s make an extra effort this
Easter to look after and connect with those people we love, and maybe reach out to
someonhne in our community who might need a friend.

So our take home message from this edition of Growing Great Kids is to have a wonderful
Easter holiday, filled with family, friends, laughter and play! Happy Easter!




Premiers' Reading Challehge i; '[E

-

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and St Anthony’s is excited to be
participating. This 1s a fantastic reading initiative run by the Victorian Government to promote a
love for literature and is a wonderful opportunity for students to engage in reading during the
school term as well as the school holidays. This year’s theme is “Stories to discover. Stories
to tell”

The Challenge i1s open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the
importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge
for children to read a set number of books by 4th September 2026. Children from Prep to Year 2
are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers (‘experiencing’ a

book can include a range of home activities such as a shared reading, listening and reading
along with a text and being read to). Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15
books. Home readers can be counted towards the amount of books read.

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the
Victorian Premier and former Premiers.

" more 1nf01mat10n about the Vlctonan PIemlels Readlng Challenge visit:

If you would like to participate, please email me with your child’s full name and class at
rromeo@saalphington catholic.edu.au so that I can provide you with your login details.

Kind regards
Rosanna Romeo

(Pedagogy and Curriculum Leader)
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& Sy EVERYONE WELCOME ﬂ"\\

MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA Melbourne Archdio
Catholio Schools. =

ICTCRIA UNI

2026 POP UP PLAY SESSIONS

Venue: St Anthony’s Primary School

Dates: 27 April 4May 18 May
1June 22 June

Time: 9.00am - 11.00am

VU early-childhood pre-service teachers and their mentor are trained in the
theory and practice of Playwork and will help to facilitate play by providing a
variety of items for children to explore, create and engage with.

Ages 2 - 6 year olds

Register online
www.saalphington.catholic.edu.au
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Working
together for
Child Safety

Child Safe Standard 1

“Establish culturally safe environments in which the diverse and unique identities and experiences of
Aboriginal children, young people and students are respected and value”

As Catholic educators, we have a moral, mission-driven and legal responsibility to uphold and actively promote
the wellbeing and safety of every student entrusted in our care. Our commitment to the protection of students is
enabled in nurturing, respectful and safe communities where the uniqueness and sacred dignity of every young
person are celebrated, and they can flourish in their learning and development.

This newsletter series provides an overview of what the Child Safe Standards are, how they are designed to
help keep children and young people safe and what school governed by Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic
Schools (MACS) are doing to prioritise and achieve this.

Overview of the Victorian Child Safe
Standards

The Victorian Child Safe Standards are a set of

11 minimum requirements that all organisations
working with children must meet. These standards are
designed to:

e Prevent child abuse and harm

e Make child safety a shared responsibility

e Support the wellbeing of all children, including
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and
children with disabilities

e Promote the participation and empowerment of
children and young people

These standards apply to all school staff, volunteers,
contractors, and anyone working with children in
schools.

Our Commitment

Our commitment to the protection of
students is enables in nurturing,
respectful and safe communities where
the uniqueness and sacred dignity of
every young person are celebrated, and
they can flourish in their learning and
development.

This vision is driven by the Gospel
message of love, justice and
abundance, beautifully reflected in the
words of John:

“lhave come so that they may have
life and have it to the full”

(Jn 10:10)

Note: The term ‘Aboriginal’ includes Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It is important to
be respectful of how individual children, students, their families and community refer to themselves
and use appropriate language when referring to individuals or communities.

Working together for Child Safety

y.\



